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The Church Lives 
 
Week 2 
Jesus’ Ministry Begins 
 
Religion is always about what. What am I supposed to do? What should I stop doing? What 
clothes should I/should I not wear? What words can’t I say any longer? What will people 
think of me? And the hit parade of whats keeps on going. 
 
By the time of John the Baptist’s ministry the people of Israel had put together a massive 
list of whats in an attempt to please God and show they were worthy of His love. Some of 
the whats existed in an attempt to clarify what God meant in the 613 commandments of the 
ceremonial law. Other whats existed to keep the letter of either the ceremonial or moral law 
but not keep the spirit of the Law. Because of this some religious leaders of the day had 
become experts in telling everyone else what they should and should not be doing. 
 
In this climate God sent His Son and surprises everybody. Salvation isn’t based on a list of 
what we are to do in order to make God happy and what we aren’t supposed to do because it 
breaks the rules. Of course, God does care about our behavior and wants His people to grow 
in relationship to Him, seeking to do His will. Before we can start thinking about being 
good people, we need to meet the One who was good for us first so that we be good now. 
 
The solution to the problem way back then, and now, isn’t a what but a Who. The solution 
has always been about Jesus. 
 
Talk About It 
For many people today “religion” is all about dos and don’ts. When people head down this 
road, what are some of the things they put on the Do list and on the Don’t list? 
 
Discussion 
Read Matthew 3:13-17. When Jesus was baptized, what did the people see and hear and 
how did this clarify who Jesus was? 
 
 
Read Matthew 4:1-11. Immediately after His baptism, Jesus was driven in the wilderness 
for 40 days, with three types of temptation: 
 Provision 
 
 Power 
 
 Prestige 



 
How did the devil tempt Jesus in each of these ways, and what does Jesus say to fend off 
the temptation? How does the devil use similar types of temptation in our lives today? 
 
 
How can knowing Scripture help us battle against the temptations which we daily face? If 
you’re comfortable, tell of a time you used Scripture to stand strong against the enemy. 
 
 
Read John 1:29. First century Jews knew all about Passover and the sacrificial system. 
What message did John the Baptist convey with these words and what message should they 
bring to us today? 
 
 
Read John 3:1-21. What does Jesus reveal to Nicodemus and to us about God’s heart, 
heaven, and judgement? 
 
 
Read John 4:21-24. Jesus tells the woman at the well in Sycar about what worship is all 
about. What helps you grow in authentic, truthful worship? 
 
 
Jesus often sought out solitude with His Father. What is it important for believers today to 
have regular solitude with God? How are you doing in this area and how can your small 
group support you in this spiritual discipline? 
 
Reflection 
It really is all about the Who. Spend time this week reflecting on who Jesus is, letting the 
readings from this study guide you. What do you learn about Jesus as you: 

- Watch Him be baptized 
- Listen to John talk about Him 
- See Him call His disciples 
- Listen to His conversation with Nicodemus 
- Hear the woman at the well talk with Him 
- See Him heal the sick and cast out demons 
- Consider how He dealt with the religious leaders of His day 
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