
Valedictorian Speech 

 Many people say that nothing good lasts forever, and in this case they would be right. 

These years at Redeemer with this class of 2016 have been more than good; they’ve been 

incredible. It is hard to believe that we are finally done with the eighth grade and are ready to 

move on to high school. 

 

 First of all we must thank our parents for realizing the importance of a quality Christian 

education and enabling us to spend our time here preparing for our future lives, as well as a long-

lasting relationship with our Savior Jesus Christ. They have taught us responsibility and made 

sure we got to bed on time so that we would be ready for school the next day. We also must 

thank our teachers, who have sacrificed a potentially higher paying job just to be able to share 

God’s Word with us. They have shown their love of Christ through their attitudes and have had 

great influence on us students. In addition to this, they have encouraged us to manage our time 

wisely, get our work done, and have good study habits, which are essential for being a good, 

responsible student. They have given us guidance when we most needed it and have tolerated all 

the shenanigans in my class for almost a decade. They have also taught us that if you are 

persistent and give it your all, you just need a little bit of God’s assistance and you will be able to 

achieve any goal. I would also like to thank the dozen or so adults who gave their time and effort 

to work at childwatch, where I spent many many hours. 

 

In the nine years I have been at Redeemer, the building has changed with the addition of 

the gym (aka Family Life Center) and the remodeling of the early childhood wing. It is still my 

church and school which I have known for the majority of my life, and I feel comfortable and 

safe inside these walls. 

 

This class of 2016 has witnessed 5 different gym teachers and 3 different principals. We 

have savored the hot lunches, pizza Mondays, and concession lunches. We have attended chapel 

services just about every Wednesday morning, and have tag days and special dress days. These 

are a couple of the many things that make Redeemer a place of memories and growth - 

physically, mentally, and spiritually. 

 

Every year there have been memorable events, which made each year more enjoyable. In 

Kindergarten with Mrs. Grulke and Mrs. Wittman, we experienced the beginning of what is now 

the Family Life Center & gym. In 1st grade with Mrs. Zachrich we built gingerbread houses, 

which at the time were more for the candy than the look. I’m just glad Miss Weber didn’t see 

mine! In 2nd grade with Mrs. Graber, we did owl pellets with the 5th graders. In 3rd grade we 

got the chance to have Miss Mueller, who used her 44 years of teaching experience to propel us 

forward in academics and make sure that we were prepared for anything to come. In 4th grade 

with Mr. Petrasko we got to cheer on the 7th and 8th grade boys’ basketball team who went to 

Valparaiso. In 5th grade we got the opportunity to have science with another great teacher, Mrs. 

Lietz, who took us on some of the best field trips and shared with us her love of the Iditarod.  In 

6th grade with Mrs. Boehlke and Mrs. Tritten we had our first middle school dances and went to 

Mohican, which was an incredible learning experience. In 7th grade with Mrs. Brown (otherwise 

known as the “Grammar Nazi” like Seinfeld’s Soup Nazi) we went to Niagara Falls and were 

able to appreciate God’s creation on a much larger scale. And finally, this year, we got to travel 

to the nation’s capital and toured the White House. We either laughed or groaned our way 



through Mr. Jones’s endless corny jokes and puns, and even tried to join in sometimes, which 

didn’t always go well. We gained some life lessons through health class, and got a firsthand taste 

of the Constitution and how our country is run. One of my only regrets is not learning some 

German with Mrs. Ramskugler. 

 

 This school has a wide variety of extracurricular activities, which also contributed to the 

multitude of positive memories we have made in this school. I have participated in basketball, 

volleyball, track, and softball, and have always had a great time with my classmates, along with a 

coach that has given us much motivation. Then there are Mrs. Burnside and Miss Mueller, who 

have turned RCS into a musical powerhouse. From primary chorus and recorders to band and 

bell choir, the halls are ringing with sweet sounds and praises to our Lord. 

 

 In May 2014 when my family and I lost our house in a flood, the church and school 

supported us so much, and we probably wouldn’t have made it through without it. So many 

different families provided us with our basic needs, financial support, and lifted us in prayer. We 

will never be able to pay back all of the love that was shown to us, and we are most thankful to 

the school, church, and to God.  

  

In conclusion, Redeemer has prepared us very well for high school and beyond, and the 

school will be dearly missed. Many different high schools, including Cuyahoga Falls, CVCA, 

Saint V’s, Stow, Hoban, Walsh, Mogadore, and Apex will be gaining some amazing new 

students. Our time at Redeemer was fun while it lasted, but it eventually had to come to a close. 

We will always have with us the values, wisdom, and memories that we acquired at this school, 

which is to me sacred ground. 

  

Congratulations Redeemer class of 2016,  you will be missed! 


